
 

 

      Commerce Committee, March 1, 2022 

Senate Bill 45 An Act Concerning The Learn Here, Live Here Program 

 

Senator Hartley, Representative Currey, Senator Martin, Representative Buckbee and distinguished 
members of the Housing Committee, I am State Senator Tony Hwang, representing the 28th State 
Senate District. Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of S.B. No. 45 An Act Concerning The 
Learn Here, Live Here Program. 

Senate Bill 45 seeks to mitigate the decades-long pattern of young adults growing up in Connecticut, 
obtaining a higher education degree in the state, and then choosing to build their life and raise their 
families elsewhere.  

I proposed this year, and hope you will consider as this bill continues through the legislative process, a 
few modifications to broaden people’s eligibility to benefit from the Learn Here, Live Here program.  

To accomplish this, I want to expand the total program funding to $5 Million so that more young adults 
can benefit from this financial aid. Additionally, the individual annual income threshold should be reduced 
to $55,000 to expand the eligibility for this program. 

These changes will demonstrate the investment the state is willing to make to keep our young talent here 
in Connecticut. The future of our workforce depends on young people choosing to set up their lives and 
establish their family’s roots right here. At a time where the cost of living and cost to commute are on the 
rise, any relief the state can offer may make the difference if a young adult chooses to weather the storm 
and get their life started here.  

I know that Connecticut can be a great place to work and raise a family and I want as many of our young 
people as possible to have the opportunity to realize that same experience for themselves. 

I thank you for your time and consideration and welcome any questions you may have. 

 

With Gratitude and Respect, 

 

 
Tony Hwang 

State Senator, 28th District 


